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3. This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 

aD senf.to the applicant and to the International Bureau) a total of sheets, as follows:.,- 

□ sheets of the description, claims andbr drawings which have been amended and are the basis of this report 
aSr^heefs oontefning rectifications authorized by this Authority (see Rule 70.16 and Sect.on 607 of the 
Administrative Instructions). 

□ sheets which supersede earlier sheets, but which this Authority considers contain an amendment that goes 
beyondtte disclosure in the international application as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. I and the 
Supplemental Box. 

e5f^ Listing (see Section 802 of the Administrative Instructions). 
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Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 

applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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Box No. I Basis of the report 

, With regarf to the Unguage, H. report is based on the internal app.ica.ion in .ha language in which * was 
' filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 
□ This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language , 
whfchTthe language of a translation furnished for the purposes of. 
□ international search (under Rules 1 2.3 and 23 1 (b)) 

report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report)'^ 



Description, Pages 

1-14 



as originally filed 



Claims, Numbers 

1-4. 



as originally filed 



□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify)'. 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify)'. 

^aKnS^^^ 

Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheetsyfigs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): # 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may he marked "superseded. - 
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Box No V R easoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporti ng such statement m 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 1-4 

No: Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 1-4 

No: Claims 

Industrial applicability (IA) Yes: Claims 1-4 

No: Claims 

2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 

see separate sheet ' . * 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Novelty: 

1 .1 The argmentation of the applicant concerning the clarity of the parameters used in 
claim 1 to characterise the CMC seems convincing. 

Furthermore, the filed comparative examples showing the variations of storage 
modulus (G') and loss modulus (G"), show that none of the conventional CMC 
; . solutions tested in theses examples, satifies the condition of claim 1 .. 

Therefore, since none of the documents cited in the search report.disclb.se all the 
features of independent claim 1, it is considered that said claim as well as dependent 
claims 2-4 are novel over said prior art documents. 

2. Inventive step : 

2.1 None of the prior art document teaches or fairly suggests the use of a CMC,:in a 
drilling fluid, said CMC being caracterised with the degree of polymerisation and the 
relation between the storage modulus (G') and the loss modulus (G"). 

The technical problem solved by this differentiating features is considered as 
obtaining a drilling fluid combining good fluid loss reduction with good rheology 
profile, being suitably used in salr or electrolyte-containing fluids, and showing a less 
temperature dependent viscosity behaviour. 

Hence, claim 1 , as well as dependent claims 2-4, are considered as being inventive. 
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